
Beginner's Guide to Urban Sketching:
Techniques, Step-by-Step Exercises
Urban sketching is a popular and enjoyable way to capture the sights and
sounds of your city. It's a great way to relax, de-stress, and be creative. If
you're new to urban sketching, don't worry! This guide will teach you
everything you need to know to get started.
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Materials

Before you start sketching, you'll need to gather a few materials. Here's a
list of essential supplies:

Sketchbook: Choose a sketchbook that's the right size for your needs.
A small sketchbook is easy to carry around, while a larger sketchbook
gives you more space to work.
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Pencils: A set of pencils with different lead grades will allow you to
create a variety of lines and tones.

Pens: Pens are great for adding detail and texture to your sketches.

Markers: Markers can be used to add color and vibrancy to your
sketches.

Watercolor paints: Watercolor paints can be used to create beautiful,
atmospheric sketches.

Techniques

There are many different techniques you can use when urban sketching.
Here are a few of the most popular:

Line drawing: Line drawing is a simple and effective way to capture the
basic shapes and forms of your subject.

Cross-hatching: Cross-hatching is a technique that uses multiple lines
to create shadows and depth.

Stippling: Stippling is a technique that uses dots to create shadows
and depth.

Washes: Washes are a technique that uses diluted watercolor paint to
create areas of color.

Step-by-Step Exercises

Now that you know a few basic techniques, let's try some step-by-step
exercises. These exercises will help you practice your skills and learn how
to create beautiful urban sketches.



Exercise 1: Line Drawing

1. Start by choosing a simple subject, such as a building or a tree. 2. Use a
pencil to lightly sketch the basic shapes and forms of your subject. 3. Pay
attention to the proportions and angles of your subject. 4. Once you're
happy with your sketch, go over the lines with a darker pencil to add
definition.

Exercise 2: Cross-Hatching

1. Start by choosing a subject with some shadows and depth, such as a
building with windows or a tree with leaves. 2. Use a pencil to lightly sketch
the basic shapes and forms of your subject. 3. Pay attention to the areas of
shadow and light. 4. Use cross-hatching to create shadows and depth. 5.
Vary the pressure of your pencil to create different shades of gray.

Exercise 3: Stippling

1. Start by choosing a subject with some detail, such as a person or a
flower. 2. Use a pencil to lightly sketch the basic shapes and forms of your
subject. 3. Pay attention to the details and textures of your subject. 4. Use
stippling to create shadows and depth. 5. Vary the size and spacing of your
dots to create different shades of gray.

Exercise 4: Washes

1. Start by choosing a subject with some areas of color, such as a sunset or
a landscape. 2. Use a brush to apply diluted watercolor paint to your
subject. 3. Pay attention to the colors and shades of your subject. 4. Use
washes to create areas of color and depth. 5. Experiment with different
colors and techniques to create different effects.



Tips

Here are a few tips to help you improve your urban sketching skills:

Practice regularly: The more you practice, the better you'll become at
urban sketching.

Observe your surroundings: Pay attention to the details of your
surroundings and try to capture them in your sketches.

Don't be afraid to experiment: There are no rules when it comes to
urban sketching. Experiment with different techniques and materials to
find what works best for you.

Have fun: Urban sketching should be a fun and enjoyable experience.
Don't stress out if your sketches aren't perfect. Just relax and enjoy the
process.

Urban sketching is a great way to capture the sights and sounds of your
city. It's a fun and enjoyable activity that can be done by people of all ages
and skill levels. If you're new to urban sketching, don't worry! This guide will
teach you everything you need to know to get started.

So grab your sketchbook and pencils and start sketching!
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We Were 12 At 12:12 On 12/12/12: Adventure
Travel Tales
On December 12, 2012, at exactly 12:12 pm, a group of 12 individuals
embarked on a unique travel journey. They had planned this trip for
months, and they were...

Unveiling Adventure and Ecotourism in Edward
James' Surrealist Garden: Las Pozas Xilitla
Nestled amidst the lush greenery of the Huasteca Potosina region in
Mexico, Las Pozas Xilitla is an otherworldly paradise that harmoniously
blends art,...
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