Champion of the Sioux: The Civilization of the
American Indian 46

John G. Neihardt

John G. Neihardt was born in Sharpsburg, lllinois, in 1881. He was the son
of a German immigrant farmer and a schoolteacher. Neihardt grew up on
the Great Plains, and he developed a lifelong love of the land and its
people.

Neihardt attended the University of Nebraska, where he studied literature
and journalism. After graduating, he worked as a newspaper reporter and
editor in Nebraska and Missouri. In 1905, he published his first book of
poetry, The Divine Enchantment.

In 1908, Neihardt met Black EIk, a Sioux holy man and medicine man.
Black Elk shared his stories and teachings with Neihardt, and these stories
formed the basis of Neihardt's book The Civilization of the American Indian.
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Neihardt spent the rest of his life writing about the Plains Indians. He
published more than 20 books, including poetry, fiction, and non-fiction.
Neihardt's work has been praised for its beauty, its insights into Native
American culture, and its power to inspire.

Neihardt died in Columbia, Missouri, in 1973. He is buried in the Black Hills
of South Dakota, near the grave of Black Elk.

Black Elk

Black Elk was born in 1863 on the Rosebud Indian Reservation in South
Dakota. He was a member of the Oglala Sioux tribe. Black Elk was a holy
man and medicine man, and he was a respected leader of his people.

In 1890, Black Elk had a vision of the future of the Sioux people. He saw
that the Sioux would be defeated by the white settlers, but he also saw that
they would eventually regain their land and their culture.

Black Elk shared his vision with John G. Neihardt, and Neihardt included it
in his book The Civilization of the American Indian. Black Elk's vision has
inspired generations of Native Americans, and it continues to be a source
of hope and strength for the Sioux people today.

Black Elk died in 1950 on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in South
Dakota. He is buried in the Black Hills of South Dakota, near the grave of
John G. Neihardt.

The Civilization of the American Indian Today

The Civilization of the American Indian is a reminder of the rich and vibrant
culture of the Plains Indians. The book has helped to educate and inspire



people around the world, and it continues to be a valuable resource for
understanding Native American culture and history.

Today, the Sioux people are still struggling to maintain their culture and way
of life. They face many challenges, including poverty, discrimination, and
the loss of their land. However, the Sioux people are resilient, and they are
working to preserve their culture and traditions for future generations.

The Civilization of the American Indian is a powerful and moving book that
offers a unique glimpse into the life and culture of the Plains Indians.
Neihardt's writing is both beautiful and insightful, and he has a deep
understanding of the Sioux people and their way of life. The book is a
classic work of American literature, and it is a must-read for anyone who
wants to understand the history and culture of the American Indian.
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We Were 12 At 12:12 On 12/12/12: Adventure
Travel Tales

On December 12, 2012, at exactly 12:12 pm, a group of 12 individuals
embarked on a unique travel journey. They had planned this trip for
months, and they were...

Unveiling Adventure and Ecotourism in Edward
James' Surrealist Garden: Las Pozas Xilitla

Nestled amidst the lush greenery of the Huasteca Potosina region in
Mexico, Las Pozas Xilitla is an otherworldly paradise that harmoniously
blends art,...
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