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Jocelyn Nicole Johnson's 'My Monticello' is a powerful work of historical
fiction that delves into the lives of enslaved people in the United States. Set
in the shadow of Monticello, the plantation home of Thomas Jefferson, the
novel offers a nuanced and unflinching look at the complexities of race,
power, and resistance in the antebellum South.

Historical Context

Monticello was a thriving plantation, home to hundreds of enslaved people
who labored to maintain the estate and its luxurious lifestyle. Thomas
Jefferson, the third President of the United States and author of the
Declaration of Independence, was a complex figure who both enslaved
people and spoke out against slavery. His relationship with Sally Hemings,

FREE

https://bookworm.bookgemstone.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6Ing0VFlqME14clMwR3pJT2x0Y3JnOXVQS2tTSSt1YVIxNWw2NlNMTFFZY0pKYnV1NTRqUWJSXC93UksxK3RiVndoXC8zc0dGMzdNWmJRamh4YUtxWEdZams0VDE4emlCSWJzWVU4ZFwvbURBRHliTmtiWnkyQUtCUENCUUtSRTlFZVdwZTlRRE5GZVlPUjdkcXk4ckh6dzNTS0M1V1FlVXAwbFQrSFpCZVhXUDlYWTVESUpxakhZbmsrNEpiTHBXczNnOCIsIml2IjoiNWUzYmM3MTdiZGI4NDNiOGY0NWVkNTgxODkwMWRhZjMiLCJzIjoiOTg2NWIyYTkzNzBjYjI2MCJ9
https://bookworm.bookgemstone.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IjM2M2RTVWl5UjdndXBIYU45UXJYYW5xUFBOdnZkMlE3amxHbXdtdDQxZm9Ea3BNT3g1XC9UVkFKelpNbXBianhrSjl6cHlYRHp6S0dSaHZxSkRXdjVOd1ltdVo2Tlwvd1JZclwvVDdCNjJ2V0sySTJxMmF4SmlneENXMG9QTFpjWXgwMnZ3U2JEWTJ4WGJjTDRXTFk1WWdKXC8zR1NuNE9MR2dORTNpK2RQVE5mZWdoeE42bk83MWRDc1BaczUyMGZOWjMiLCJpdiI6IjI1ZjM2NGM1MjNiNzE4ZDI0ZTJkOWQ2OTAyNzE2MWRkIiwicyI6IjkwNjRjMTQ3NWJjYWRlMmMifQ%3D%3D
https://bookworm.bookgemstone.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IklHKzhEZVJta2ZMYVlvN2hiTWpQXC9cLzZUN1NuNk5EVE5ZMGYramdDY01NbW1qMWo5VlorbElEVXhnSEFjWVowMHV2MFBsZXh2b3BVY0N5Z0h1dXF5OHZEakVlelVoWDNiUHJVRDRBamtOSlVkb1ErWjhEdktWYk1LQys5Y3dXd3o5UTMrR0tHY01IVWxPMHFIOXlcL1oxV2pqZytpeG1aTWhUb2s3K1poSmZQcDhjUklORFk2WUs2eUpaVEJZOGMwZyIsIml2IjoiYjFmZGMxZDY1MDFjM2ExYTA4NzI2YjFlZjMwNzNhMTIiLCJzIjoiZmU2YzY4ZGI4NDljM2E2YSJ9


an enslaved woman who was likely his concubine, has been the subject of
much debate and controversy.

Johnson's novel is set in the years leading up to the Civil War, a time of
great tension and upheaval in the United States. The abolitionist movement
was gaining momentum, and the issue of slavery was dividing the nation.
Against this backdrop, 'My Monticello' tells the story of three enslaved
people: Monticello Wine, Monticello House, and Monticello Gardens.

The Characters

Monticello Wine is a skilled cooper who dreams of freedom. He is acutely
aware of the injustices he faces, and he longs for a better life for himself
and his loved ones. Monticello House is a young woman who works as a
maid in Jefferson's mansion. She is intelligent and ambitious, and she
refuses to be defined by her status as a slave. Monticello Gardens is a
skilled gardener who is responsible for maintaining the plantation's beautiful
grounds. He is a proud and independent man who takes solace in his work.

These three characters represent the diverse experiences of enslaved
people in the antebellum South. They are individuals with their own unique
strengths, weaknesses, and dreams. Their stories offer a powerful and
moving account of the human cost of slavery.

Themes

'My Monticello' explores a range of complex and challenging themes. Race
is at the heart of the novel, and Johnson does not shy away from depicting
the brutality and dehumanization that enslaved people faced. She also
examines the ways in which race shaped the lives of both enslaved and
free people. Power is another central theme. Jefferson, as the master of



Monticello, has absolute power over the lives of his slaves. Johnson shows
how this power corrupts Jefferson and those around him.

Resistance is a recurring theme throughout the novel. The characters in
'My Monticello' resist slavery in a variety of ways, from small acts of
defiance to open rebellion. Johnson shows that resistance is essential for
survival, and that it can take many forms.

Literary Style

Johnson's writing is lyrical and evocative. She uses vivid imagery and
sensory details to create a rich and immersive world. Her prose is often
poetic, but it never sacrifices clarity or accessibility. Johnson's characters
are complex and well-drawn, and her story is both heartbreaking and
hopeful.

'My Monticello' is a powerful and important novel that sheds light on the
dark history of slavery in the United States. It is a story of resilience,
resistance, and the indomitable spirit of the human being. Johnson's novel
is a must-read for anyone interested in American history, race, or the
human condition.
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embarked on a unique travel journey. They had planned this trip for
months, and they were...
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