
The Original Coloured Pencil Reference: The
Ultimate Guide to Pencils for Artists
Welcome to the indispensable guide to coloured pencils, an essential tool
for artists of all levels. This comprehensive reference provides an in-depth
understanding of coloured pencils, empowering you to harness their
potential and elevate your artistry. Prepare to embark on a journey that will
transform your perception of this versatile medium.
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Chapter 1: Pencil Anatomy

1.1. Core and Barrel
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Coloured pencils consist of two main components: the core and the barrel.
The core is the pigmented centre that creates the colour and marks on the
paper. Barrels protect and enclose the core, often made of wood or plastic
materials.

1.2. Core Structure
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The core is a composition of pigment particles bound together by a binder.
Soft pencils have a higher pigment to binder ratio, resulting in vibrant
colours that blend easily. Hard pencils, on the other hand, have a lower
pigment concentration, leading to more subtle tones and finer detail.

1.3. Pencil Shapes and Sizes

Coloured pencils come in various shapes and sizes, each designed for
specific artistic purposes. Round pencils are versatile and commonly used
for general drawing, while hexagonal pencils offer better grip control.
Triangular pencils provide a more ergonomic hold, and square pencils
create crisp lines and sharp angles.

Chapter 2: Pencil Characteristics

2.1. Colour Range and Saturation

The extensive colour range available in coloured pencils allows artists to
create a vast spectrum of hues and tones. Some brands offer up to 500
shades, catering to various artistic visions. The saturation level of a pencil
reflects the intensity and vibrancy of its colour.

2.2. Lightfastness and Archival Quality

Lightfastness refers to a pencil's resistance to fading over time when
exposed to light. Archival quality pencils are rated for longevity, ensuring
that artwork maintains its colours and integrity for decades.

2.3. Blending and Layering

Coloured pencils excel in blending and layering, creating seamless colour
transitions and depth. Soft pencils are ideal for blending, while hard pencils
enhance details and add precision.



Chapter 3: Coloured Pencil Techniques

3.1. Hatching and Cross-Hatching

Examples of hatching and cross-hatching techniques, creating tonal variations and
textures

Hatching involves creating parallel lines to build up tone and form. Cross-
hatching involves intersecting lines to create darker values and rich
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textures.

3.2. Glazing and Layering

Glazing involves applying thin layers of colour over one another, allowing
the underlying layers to show through. Layering involves building up
multiple layers of colour, creating depth and luminosity.

3.3. Colour Mixing and Blending

Colour mixing involves blending different coloured pencils on paper or
directly on the pencil tip. Blending softens transitions and creates
harmonious colour combinations.

Chapter 4: Advanced Techniques

4.1. Underpainting and Washes

Underpainting involves applying a base layer of paint or coloured pencils
before adding detail. Washes involve diluting coloured pencils with water or
solvents to create transparent layers.

4.2. Stencilling and Masking

Stencilling and masking involve using templates or resists to create precise
shapes and patterns. These techniques add intricate elements and
enhance composition.

4.3. Burnishing and Scraping

Burnishing involves rubbing a hard tool over the coloured pencil to create a
smooth, lustrous surface. Scraping involves removing layers of coloured
pencil to reveal underlying tones and create highlights.



Chapter 5: Expert Advice

5.1. Choosing the Right Pencils

Consider the desired colour range, lightfastness, and blending capabilities
when selecting coloured pencils. Experiment with different brands and
pencil grades to find what suits your artistic style.

5.2. Sharpening Techniques

Sharpening coloured pencils is crucial for maintaining precision. Use a
sharpener designed specifically for coloured pencils to avoid breaking the
core.

5.3. Storage and Care

Protect coloured pencils from moisture and extreme temperatures.
Organize them in a storage case or pencil roll to prevent damage and keep
them organized.

This comprehensive guide provides a solid foundation for developing your
skills as a coloured pencil artist. By understanding pencil anatomy,
characteristics, and techniques, you can harness the full potential of this
versatile medium. Experiment fearlessly, embrace the learning process,
and let your creativity soar. The world of coloured pencil art awaits your
artistic exploration.
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We Were 12 At 12:12 On 12/12/12: Adventure
Travel Tales
On December 12, 2012, at exactly 12:12 pm, a group of 12 individuals
embarked on a unique travel journey. They had planned this trip for
months, and they were...

Unveiling Adventure and Ecotourism in Edward
James' Surrealist Garden: Las Pozas Xilitla
Nestled amidst the lush greenery of the Huasteca Potosina region in
Mexico, Las Pozas Xilitla is an otherworldly paradise that harmoniously
blends art,...
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